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The week was warm and humid. Temperatures
averaged from two degrees above normal in the northwest

up to eleven degrees above normal in the central portion.

Precipitation occurred the latter half of the week with
amounts from less than a tenth of an inch in the east

central portion of the State up to 1.60 inches in the
northwest.

GENERAL

Nebraska farmers and ranchers were able to

conduct fieldwork activities nearly every day last week. The

hot, dry winds were conducive to ripening and harvesting of
wheat in most areas of the State. These same weather

conditions were not as welcome to producers of other

crops. The hot, dry, windy weather began stressing all
crops and pastures with many corn fields showing rolling
leaves by the weekend. Irrigation systems are either in full

swing or in preparation stages from the Panhandle to the
Missouri River. Other fieldwork activity included crop

replanting, corn borer treatment, cultivating, and wild hay
and alfalfa harvesting.

CROPS

Winter wheat condition was rated at 5% poor, 48%

fair, 45% good, and 2% excellent. Wheat harvest was in
full swing in the Southeast, East Central, and South Central

Districts. Statewide, harvest was 23% completed, compared
with 11% last year and 20% for the 5-year average. Some
reports indicate light test weights and widely varying yields.
Red rust and other wet weather-related diseases were

reported damaging fields.

Corn condition was rated at 6% fair, 80% good,

and 14% excellent. Cultivating and hilling activities

continued where crop growth did not exceed equipment
height restrictions. Corn borers continue to be treated in

many areas. Irrigation systems were in use and many
dryland producers were in need of moisture. Early rains
have limited corn root development and therefore, these

plants require continued moisture to reach full plant
capabilities. Roiling leaves were common from .heat stress
by the weekend.

Sorghum and soybeans are both in mostly good
condition. Cultivating and replanting activities continued
last week. Soybean blooming has occurred on 7% of the

acreage. This compares with none at this time last year

and 4% for the average.

Alfalfa condition was rated at mostly good. As
first cutting activities come to a close, second cutting

activity has begun in most areas of the State. Wild hay
continues to be rated at good to excellent. Wild hay

harvest began last week in the North Central and Northeast
Districts.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range condition was rated at 94% of
normal, in the good to excellent category. Cattle continue

tO do well on pastures. Flies have become a problem for
cattle in several areas.

FIELD WORK PROGRESS AGRICULTURAL STATISTICSDISTRICTS ATE LAST LAST AVER-
AS OF JUNE 30, 1991 NW NC NE C EC SW $C SE ST WEEK YEAR AGE

% wheat turning 85 70 89 93 100 100 100 100 94 80 87 94
% wheat ripe 0 15 24 26 93 21 93 100 41 14 37 49
% wheat hawested 0 1 l 3 31 3 34 96 23 0 It 20

% soybeans blooming O 0 7 0 5 0 11 13 7 0 0 4
% alfalfa second cutting 1 2 8 0 19 1 0 23 7 0 6 14
DAYS SUITABLE AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION
AS OF JUNE 28, 1991
Days suitable 5.8 6.3 6.3 6.6 5.9 6.6 6.6 5.7 6.2 5.7 6.5
Topsotl motstur¢- Short 25 20 31 80 32 0 92 57 39 24 34

(Percent) - Adequate 55 80 69 20 68 100 8 43 58 62 61
- Surplus 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 14 5

Subsoil moisture - Short 0 13 6 20 5 0 8 60 15 12 34

(Percent) - Adequate 94 87 94 80 86 100 92 40 82 80 66

- Surplus 6 0 0 0 9 0 0 0 3 8 0
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